PRESS RELEASE:

UT Extension Blount County o ers Master Gardener Volunteer Program
Become a Master Gardener in 2022
Are you familiar with the Master Gardener program? If you are interested in learning more
about growing plants or want to share your gardening knowledge with others, the Master
Gardener program is for you! The Master Gardener program is o ered by The University of Tennessee
Extension and other Land-Grant Universi es across the na on. Volunteers help improve the lives of
Tennesseans from the Smoky Mountains to the Mississippi River with a heart for helping others and a
passion for growing plants.
Many individuals become a Master Gardener to learn more about gardening and plants from an
unbiased and trusted source. Many join to give back to their community through educa on- by teaching
and demonstra ng proper prac ces. Others join to meet fellow, like- minded people that enjoy
gardening and nd meaning and purpose by being a part of such an organiza on.
Extension Agents, Specialists, and Cer ed Master Gardeners train and cer fy volunteers as Tennessee
Extension Master Gardeners with over 40 hours of class training. Class topics include soil health, insect
pests, plant diseases, environmental stewardship, pollinators, vegetable gardening, fruits, home lawn
management, choosing landscape plants, and much more. Once training is completed, there are many
opportuni es to complete the required 40 hours of volunteer service hours to become a Cer ed
Master Gardener.
When asked about the personal impact of the program, a current Master Gardener said, “My circle has
widened greatly due to the Master Gardener program. I teach and learn with more purpose now than
ever. I get excited about growing things that I would have never grown before. Gardening used to be
more about alone me, but I have made friends with new people and the laughter and smiles shared
while working in the demonstra on gardens are mes I will always remember”.
While the tle “Master Gardener” may seem daun ng, no one truly ever “masters” gardening. In fact,
you don’t have to be a gardening expert by any means to become a Master Gardener. All you need is a
desire to learn more about gardening and a passion for improving the lives of those in your community.
If you think this sounds like a journey you would like to start, please reach out to your local county
Extension o ce to get an applica on to join the program. Applica ons can be found on your local
Extension o ce website as well.
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Blount County Extension Master Gardener applica ons are now being accepted and will be available at
www.bcmgtn.org. Training classes will be held on Tuesday mornings and begin January 25, 2022. Please
contact the Blount County o ce by calling 865-982-6430, ext. 5 for more informa on or email James
Hutchison at jhutch28@utk.edu.
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Photo: The mission of the Master Gardener program is to educate the community about hor culture.
The Master Gardeners set up at farmers markets to share informa on about current garden tasks.

Photo: Becoming a Master Gardener means that you can start your journey of learning more about
plants- and meet some great people along the way!

ti

fi

ti

Photo: In the Master Gardener program, not all of the learning takes place in the classroom! We get out
and into nature to learn about plant iden ca on.

